
 1

 
Michael Davern, Ph.D. 

December 2008 
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Education: 

 
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana.  Ph.D. in Sociology, May 1999.   
 
Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado.  M.A. in Sociology, December 
1994.   

  
Saint John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota.  B.A. in Sociology, May 1992. 
 

 
Employment: 
 

Assistant Professor, Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health, 
University of Minnesota.  February 2004-Present. 
 
Research Director, State Health Access Data Assistance Center, School of Public 
Health, University of Minnesota.  February 2004-Present. 
 
Co-Director, U.S. Census Bureau Research Data Center, Office of the Vice 
President for Research, University of Minnesota 

 
Research Associate, State Health Access Data Assistance Center, School of 
Public Health, University of Minnesota.  October 2000-Februrary 2004. 

 
Statistician, Labor Force and Transfer Programs Statistics Branch, US Census 
Bureau January 1999-October 2000. 
 

Honors and Awards: 
 

John D. Thompson Prize for Young Investigators.  Association for University 
Programs in Public Health Administration (AUPHA).  2008. 
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Fesler-Lampert Chair in Aging Studies, University of Minnesota, 2005-2006. 
 
Eli J. and Helen Shahean Graduate School Award in the Social Sciences, 
University of Notre Dame, 1999. 

 
Dissertation Year Fellowships, Department of Sociology at the University of 
Notre Dame 1998-1999 and 1996-1997. 

 
John J. Kane Memorial Award for the Outstanding Graduate Student in 
Sociology, the University of Notre Dame, 1996-1997. 

 
Peer-Reviewed Publications: 
 

Nielsen, Robert B., Michael Davern, Arthur Jones Jr., and John L Boies.  
“Complex sample design effects and health insurance variance estimation.  
Forthcoming Summer 2009.  Journal of Consumer Affairs. 

 

Blewett, Lynn A., Peter Graven, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, and Michael Davern.  
“Trends in Health Insurance Premiums for  Employer-Sponsored Health 
Insurance (ESI) Coverage.”  Forthcoming.  Journal of Labor Research. 
 
Blewett, Lynn A. Gestur Davidson, Holly Rodin and Michael Davern.  
“Measuring Adequacy of Coverage for the Privately Insured: New State 
Estimates to Monitor Trends in Health Insurance Coverage." Forthcoming.  
Medical Care Research and Review. 

Davern, Michael, Jacob Alex Klerman, David Baugh, Kathleen Call, and George 
Greenberg.  “An Examination of the Medicaid Undercount in the Current 
Population Survey (CPS):  Preliminary Results from Record Linking.”  
Forthcoming.  Health Services Research. 

Davern, Michael, Brian C. Quinn, Genevieve Kenney, and Lynn A. Blewett.  
2009.  “The American Community Survey and Health Insurance Coverage 
Estimates: Possibilities and Challenges for Health Policy Researchers.”  Health 
Services Research. 44(2pl) 593-605. 

 
Call Kathleen T, Davidson Gestur, Davern Michael, Brown E Richard, Kincheloe 
Jennfier, Nelson Justine. "Accuracy in Self-Reported Health Insurance Coverage 
among Medicaid Enrollees." Forthcoming. Inquiry.  

 
Davern, Michael, Steven Ruggles, Tami Swenson, and J. Michael Oakes.  
“Drawing Statistical Inferences from Historical Census Data.”  Forthcoming .  
Demography. 

 
Van Wie, Alissa, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, Lynn A. Blewett, and Michael Davern.  
2008.  “Persistent Disparities in Health Insurance Coverage: Hispanic/Latino 
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Children, 1996 to 2005.” Journal of Healthcare for the Poor and Underserved.  
19 (4): 1049-089.   

 
Beebe, Timothy J., Sarah M. Jenkins, Kari J. Anderson, and Michael E. Davern.  
2008.  “Survey-Related Experiential and Attitudinal Correlates of Future Health 
Survey Participation:  Results of a Statewide Survey.”  Mayo Clinic Proceedings.  
83(12):1358-1363. 

 
Johnson Pamela J, Lynn A. Blewett, Steven Ruggles, Michael Davern, Miriam L. 
King. 2008.  "Four decades of population health data: The Integrated Health 
Interview Series."  Epidemiology. 19(6):872-875. 
 
Blewett, Lynn A. Jeanette Zigenfuss and Michael Davern.  2008. “Access to Care 
Programs (ACPs): New Developments in the Access to Care for the Uninsured.” 
Milbank Quarterly.  86(3):459-79. 

 
Davern, Michael, Kathleen Thiede Call, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, Gestur Davidson, 
Timothy Beebe, and Lynn A. Blewett.  2008.  “Validating Health Insurance 
Coverage Survey Estimates:  A Comparison Between Self-Reported Coverage 
and Administrative Data Records.”  Public Opinion Quarterly.  72: 241-259 
 
Call, Kathleen Thiede, Gestur Davidson, Michael Davern, and Rebecca Nyman.  
2008.  “The Medicaid Undercount and Bias to Estimates of Uninsurance:  New 
Estimates and Existing Evidence.”  Health Services Research.  43(3):901-914.  
 
Ziegenfuss, Jeanette, Michael Davern, and Lynn A. Blewett.  2008.  “Voting 
Patterns Among the Uninsured and Those with Health Care Access Problems.” 
Journal of Healthcare for the Poor and Underserved.  19(3):731-42. 

Scal, Peter, Michael Davern, Park, K., and Marjorie Ireland.  2008.  “Transition to 
Adulthood: Delays and Unmet Needs Among Adolescents and Young Adults with 
Asthma.”  Journal of Pediatrics.  152(4):471-5.  

 
Beebe, Timothy J., Sara Jenkins, Kari Anderson, Michael Davern, Todd 
Rockwood.  2008.  “The Effects of Survey Mode and Asking About Future 
Intentions on Self-reports of Colorectal Cancer Screening.”  Cancer 
Epidemiology, Biomarkers & Prevention.  17(4): 785-790. 

 
An, Lawrence C., Steven S. Foldes, Nina L. Alesci, Patricia Bland,  Michael E. 
Davern, Jas Ahluwalia, Barbara A. Schillo and Marc W. Manley.  2008.  "The 
Impact of Tobacco Intervention by Multiple Health Care Providers."  American 
Journal of Preventive Medicine.  34(1):54-60. 
 
Baines, Alisha, Melissa Partin, Michael Davern and Todd Rockwood.  2007.  
“Response Bias and Non-Response Adjustments: Evidence from a Smoking 
Cessation Survey Regarding the Utility of Respondent Disposition Information 
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for Post-Stratification Adjustments.”  Journal of Clinical Epidemiology.  
60(12):1246-1255. 

 
McAlpine, Donna D., Beebe, Timothy J., Davern, Michael E., & Call, Kathleen 
T.  2007.  “Agreement between self-reported and administrative race and ethnicity 
data among Medicaid enrollees in Minnesota.”  Health Services Research.  
42(Supplement 1): 2373-2388. 
 
Davern, Michael, Donna McAlpine, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, and Timothy J. Beebe.  
2007. “Are Surname Telephone Oversamples an Efficient Way to Better 
Understand the Health and Healthcare of Minority Group Members?”  Medical 
Care.  45(11): 1098-1104. 
 
Davern, Michael, Holly Rodin, Kathleen Thiede Call, and Lynn A. Blewett.  
2007.  “Are the CPS Uninsurance Estimates Too High? An Examination of 
Imputation.”  Health Services Research. 42(5): 2038-2055. 
 
Davern, Michael, Arthur Jones Jr., James Lepkowski, Gestur Davidson, and Lynn 
A. Blewett.  2007.  “Estimating Standard Errors for Regression Coefficients 
Using the Current Population Survey’s Public Use File.”  Inquiry.  44(2):211-224. 

 
Beebe, Timothy J., Michael E. Davern, and Donna D. McAlpine.  2007.  “An 
Experimental Comparison of Two Within-Household Selection Methods in a 
Telephone Survey of Substance Abuse and Dependence.” Annals of 
Epidemiology.  17(6):458-63. 

Blewett, Lynn A., and Michael Davern.  2007. “Distributing SCHIP Funds: A 
Critical Review of the Design and Implementation of the SCHIP Funding 
Formula.” Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law.”   32(3):415-455. 

 
Beebe, Timothy J., G. Richard Locke, Sunni A. Barnes, Michael Davern and Kari 
Anderson.  2007.  “Mixing Web and Mail Methods in a Survey of Physicians.” 
Health Services Research.  42(3):1219-1234. 
 
Call, Kathleen Thiede, Michael Davern, and Lynn A. Blewett.  2007.  “Estimates 
of Health Insurance Coverage: Comparing State Surveys to the Current 
Population Survey.”  Health Affairs.  26(1):269-278. 
 
Davern, Michael, Arthur Jones Jr., James Lepkowski, Gestur Davidson, and Lynn 
A. Blewett.  2006.  “Unstable Inferences?  An Examination of Complex Survey 
Sample Design Adjustments Using the Current Population Survey for Health 
Services Research.”  Inquiry.  43(3):  283-97. 

 
McCaa, Robert, Steven Ruggles, Michael Davern, Tami Swenson, and Krishna 
Mohan Palipudi,  “IPUMS-International High Precision Population Census 
Microdata Samples: Balancing the Privacy-Quality Tradeoff by Means of 
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Restricted Access Extracts.”  In J. Domingo-Ferrer and L. Franconi (Eds.): 
Privacy in Statistical Databases 2006, Lecture Notes in Computer Science 4302, 
pp. 375 – 382. New York: Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg, 2006. 
 
Blewett, Lynn A. and Michael Davern.  2006. “Meeting the Need for State Level 
Estimates of Health Insurance Coverage: What Has Been Done and How it Can 
Be Improved.”  Health Services Research.  41(3):946-75. 

 
Davern, Michael and David Hachen. 2006. “Information, Influence and Structural 
Holes: How Do Social Networks Affect Job Mobility.” American Journal of 
Economics and Sociology.  65(2):269-93. 

 
Davern, Michael, Holly Rodin, Timothy J. Beebe, and Kathleen Thiede Call. 
2005.  “The Effect of Income Question Design in Health Surveys on Family 
Income, Poverty and Eligibility Estimates.”  Health Services Research.  
40(5):1534-1552. 

 
Garrett, Nancy A., Christine Hageman, Shalamar Sibley, Michael Davern, Mary 
Berger, Carol Brunzell, Karen Malecha, Steve Richards, Candace Moody.  2005.   
“The Effectiveness of an Interactive Small Group Diabetes Intervention in 
Improving Knowledge, Feeling of Control, and Behavior.”  Health Promotion 
Practice.  6(3):320-328.   
 
Beebe, Timothy J., James A. McRae, Patricia A. Harrison, Michael Davern, and 
Kathryn B. Quinlan.  2005.  “Measuring Substance Use Via Mail and Telephone 
Surveys:  A Comparison of Methods.”  Journal of Clinical Epidemiology.  
58:421-424. 

 
Blewett, Lynn A., Michael Davern, and Holly Rodin.  2005.  “Employment and 
Health Insurance Coverage of Rural Latino Populations.”  Journal of Community 
Health.  30(3):181-195.   

 
Beebe, Timothy J., Michael Davern, Donna McAlpine, Kathleen Thiede Call and 
Todd Rockwood.  2005.  “Increasing response rates in a survey of Medicaid 
enrollees: The effect of a prepaid monetary incentive and mixed modes (mail and 
telephone).”  Medical Care.  43(4):411-420. 
 
Davern, Michael, James Lepkowski, Kathleen Thiede Call, Noreen Arnold, Tracy 
L. Johnson, Karen Goldsteen, April Todd Malmlov and Lynn A. Blewett.  2004.  
“Telephone Service Interruption Weighting for State Health Insurance Surveys.”  
Inquiry.  41(3) 280-290. 

 
Davern, Michael, Lynn A. Blewett, Boris Bershadsky and Noreen Arnold.  2004.  
“Missing the Mark?  Examining Imputation Bias in the Current Population 
Survey’s State Income and Health Insurance Coverage Estimates.” Journal of 
Official Statistics.  20(3): 519-49. 
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Blewett, Lynn A., Michael Davern and Holly Rodin.  2004.  “Covering Kids: 
Variations in Health Insurance Coverage Trends by State, 1996-2002.”  Health 
Affairs.  23(6):170-180. 
 
Blewett, Lynn A., Margaret E. Brown, Kathleen Thiede Call, Michael Davern.  
2004.  “Monitoring the Uninsured:  A State Policy Perspective.”  Journal of 
Health Politics, Policy and Law. 29(1): 107-145. 
 
Davern, Michael, Timothy Beebe, Lynn A. Blewett, Kathleen Thiede Call.  2003.  
“Recent Changes to the Current Population Survey:  Sample Expansion, Health 
Insurance Verification and State Health Insurance Coverage Estimates.”  Public 
Opinion Quarterly.  67(4):603-26. 

 
Davern, Michael, Lynn A. Blewett, Boris Bershadsky, Kathleen Thiede Call, and 
Todd Rockwood.  2003.  “State Variation in SCHIP Allocations:  How Much Is 
There, What Are Its Sources, and Can It Be Reduced.” Inquiry.  40(2):  184-197. 

 
Davern, Michael, Todd Rockwood, Randy Sherrod, and Stephen Campbell.  
2003.  “Prepaid Monetary Incentives and Data Quality in Face-to-Face 
Interviews:  Data From the 1996 Survey of Income and Program Participation 
Incentive Experiment.” Public Opinion Quarterly.  67(1):139-47. 
 
Davern, Michael.  1999.  “Social Network Theories and Prestige Attainment:  
New Empirical Findings.” American Journal of Economics and Sociology.  
58(4):843-65.   

 
Davern, Michael E.  1997. “Social Networks and Economic Sociology: A 
Proposed Research Agenda for a More Complete Social Science.” American 
Journal of Economics and Sociology.  56(3): 287 - 302. 

 
Davern, Michael E., and D. Stanley Eitzen.  1995.  “Economic Sociology: An 
Examination of Intellectual Exchange.” American Journal of Economics and 
Sociology.  54(1): 79 - 88.  

 
Papers Currently Under Review: 
 

McAlpine, Donna .D., Beebe, Timothy J., and Davern, Michael .E..  The  
Community Mental Health Consequences of a School Shooting.”  Revise and 

 Resubmit.  American Journal of Psychiatry. 
 

Davern, Michael, and Marc I. Roemer. “The Potential for Linked Census Bureau 
Surveys and Public Welfare Administrative Data Files for Policy Research.”  
Revise and Resubmit.  Journal of Official Statistics. 
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Davern, Michael, Timothy J. Beebe, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, Donna McAlpine, and 
Kathleen Thiede Call.  “Are Lower Response Rates Hazardous to your Health 
Survey?  An analysis of three state health surveys.”  Revise and Resubmit.  Health 
Services Research. 

Scal, Peter, Peter Graven, Michael Davern and Lynn A. Blewett.  “Vulnerability 
and Trends in Access to Care for Adolescents and Young.”  Revise and Resubmit.  
Pediatrics. 

 
Other Publications: 

 
Davern, Michael and Patricia Fisher.  2001.  “Household Wealth and Asset 
Ownership in the United States: 1995.”  US Census Bureau:  Washington D.C. 
 
Davern, Michael, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, and Lynn A. Blewett.  2005.  
“Characteristics of the Uninsured:  A View from the States.”  Cover the 
Uninsured Week Chart Book Released by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  
Princeton NJ. 
 
Davern, Michael, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, and Lynn A. Blewett.  2004.  
“Characteristics of the Uninsured:  A View from the States.”  Cover the 
Uninsured Week Chart Book Released by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  
Princeton NJ. 
 

Research Grants and Contracts: 
 
2007-2012.  “National Children’s Study in Ramsey county location.”  National 
Institute health, National Institute Child Health and Development, Investigator 
(PI:  Pat McGovern).  University of Minnesota, School of Public Health.  ($14 
million, contract #HHSN267200700022C, award #20098534-A01).  We will 
enroll 1000 children pre-birth and many pre-conception into a large multi-center 
longitudinal data collection project lasting until the Children are adults.  We will 
collect demographic, environmental samples, and biomarker data form the 
children and mothers we enroll in the study.   
 
2008-2012.  “Integrated Spatio-Temporal Aggregate Series”.  National Institute 
of Health, National Institute Child Health and Development, Investigator (PI:  
Steven Ruggles).  University of Minnesota, Minnesota Population Center ($ 3.6 
Million dollars requested).  We will integrate Census Bureau data tables from 
1850-presnt to compliment the microdata we have already harmonized as part of 
the IPUMS projects.    
 
2008-2012.  “IPUMS USA Redesign”.  National Institute of Health, National 
Institute Child Health and Development, Investigator (PI:  Steven Ruggles).  
University of Minnesota, Minnesota Population Center (2.9 million).  The goals 



 8

of this grant is to improve the Current Population Survey, American Community 
Survey and decennial census microdata for use by researchers.    
 
2008-2010.  “Survey Nonresponse Bias, HIPAA, and Mixed Data Collection 
Modes”.  National Institute of Health, National Cancer Institute (PI: Tim Beebe).  
Mayo Clinic with a subcontract to the University of Minnesota School of Public 
Health (140,000).   This proposal seeks funding to conduct a systematic analysis 
of survey nonresponse bias using an unprecedented amount of health-related 
information on both respondents and nonrespondents to determine how 
nonresponse bias might be affected by the inclusion of a HIPAA Authorization 
Form and the use of a mixed-mode data collection design. 
 
2007-2011.  “New Data Resources from the 1960 U.S. Census.”  National 
Institute of Health, National Institute Child Health and Development, Investigator 
(PI:  Steven Ruggles).  University of Minnesota, Minnesota Population Center 
(Total amount requested $3,007,267).  This collaboration between the Minnesota 
Population Center and the Census Bureau has two goals: 1) to recover lost data 
from the 1960 Census of Population and Housing, and 2) to create a range of new 
public-use and restricted data products for the 1960 census. 

 
2005-2007.  “Survey of the Health of All the Population and the Environment in 
Hennepin County (SHAPE III).”  Hennepin County (Minnesota), Co-Principal 
Investigator (PI:  Todd H. Rockwood).  University of Minnesota School of Public 
Health, Division of Health Policy and Management (406,143).  Contribute to 
development of instrument, sampling plan and oversee and conduct field work for 
the study. 
 
2007-2008.  “Respondent Driven Sampling.” Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Minnesota, Co-Principal Investigator (PI:  Todd H. Rockwood).  University of 
Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health Policy and Management 
(250,000).  Develop and implement an experiment to evaluate respondent driven 
sampling as a sampling alternative to RDD and list assisted sampling methods. 

 
2004-2007.  “DREGAN: Smoking Prevalence In Latino And South East Asian 
Communities.”  Minnesota Partnership for Action Against Tobacco, Co-Principal 
Investigator (PI:  Todd H. Rockwood).  University of Minnesota School of Public 
Health, Division of Health Services Research and Policy (825,920).  Develop 
culturally sensitive questionnaires and implement a mixed mode study evaluating 
community identification and smoking behavior in Latino and four Southeast 
Asian populations (Hmong, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Laotian). 

 
2005-2008.  “State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC).”  The 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Co-Principal Investigator (PI:  Lynn A. 
Blewett).  University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health 
Services Research and Policy ($1,499,450).  Research and technical assistance on 
state and federal health survey data. 
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2005-2006.  “Improving Data and Methodology on Health Insurance Coverage in 
Federal and State Surveys.”  Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality/Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, Principal Investigator. 
University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health Services 
Research and Policy ($250,000).  We will systematically compare states rates of 
health insurance coverage from federal surveys to those collected by states and 
report the major differences. 
 
2005.  “Health Services and Resources Administration (HRSA) Louisiana Small 
Area Estimation”.  Department of Health and Hospitals State of Louisiana, 
Principal Investigator.  University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division 
of Health Services Research and Policy ($41,625).  Develop estimates of 
uninsurance for small areas (e.g., parishes) in Louisiana using data from the 
recent Louisiana household survey. 
 
2005.  “Cover the Uninsured Week”.  The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
Principal Investigator.  University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division 
of Health Services Research and Policy ($20,007).  Update the research report 
“Characteristics of the Uninsured a View from the States” for Cover the 
Uninsured Week.  
 
2005.  “National Survey of Children’s Health (SLAITS) Back to School 
Analyses.” The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Principal Investigator.  
University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health Services 
Research and Policy ($49,561).  Develop the report “Going Without:  America’s 
Uninsured Children” for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Back to School 
Campaign. 
 
2005-2006.  “Modifiable Health Behaviors.”  Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Minnesota, Principal Investigator.  University of Minnesota School of Public 
Health, Division of Health Services Research and Policy ($49,816). We will 
analyze survey questions linked to claims and utilization data to assess the effect 
of modifiable health behaviors (smoking, exercise and nutrition) on short-term 
health care costs.  
 
2004-2007.  “Uncovering the Underrepresented: Survey Population Coverage, 
Administrative Data Duplication, and Survey Reporting Error.”  Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, Principal Investigator.  University of Minnesota, Minnesota 
Population Center (340,000).  The project subcontracts with the US Census 
Bureau to link state Medicaid program enrollment data, and the national Medicaid 
Statistical Information System to the Census Bureaus Master Address File and 
Current Population Survey to examine why survey's produce such a large 
undercount of Medicaid enrollees relative to Medicaid enrollment data. 
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2004-2006.  “IPUMS Redesign Supplement.”  National Institute of Health, 
National Institute Child Health and Development, Co-Principal Investigator (PI:  
Steven Ruggles).  University of Minnesota, Minnesota Population Center 
($150,000).  The project seeks to improve estimation of variances and confidence 
intervals in analyses using the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series. 

 
2005-2009. “International Integrated Microdata Series.”  National Science 
Foundation, Investigator (PI:  Steven Ruggles).  University of Minnesota, 
Minnesota Populations Center ($5,152,362).  The major goal of this project is to 
create an integrated global database of over 150 censuses from at least 44 
countries. 

 
2004-2009.  “Integrated Health Interview Series.”  National Institute of Health, 
National Institute Child Health and Development, Investigator (PI:  Lynn 
Blewett).  University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health 
Services Research and Policy ($3,518,524). 

 
2004-2005.  “The Medicaid Undercount: Real or Perceived Bias in Estimates of 
Coverage in General Population Surveys.”  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
Investigator (PI:  Kathleen Thiede Call).  University of Minnesota School of 
Public Health, Division of Health Services Research and Policy ($738,409). 

 
2003-2004.  “Nebraska State Planning Grant: The Nebraska Plan to Expand 
Health Insurance Coverage” Office of Public Health, Nebraska Health and 
Human Services System and the University of Nebraska – Lincoln, Principal 
Investigator, University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health 
Services Research and Policy ($38,000). 

 
2004-2005.  “Estimating the Need for Treatment For Substance Abuse Among 
Adults in Minnesota” Minnesota Department of Human Services, Investigator 
(PI:  Donna D. McAlpine).  University of Minnesota School of Public Health, 
Division of Health Services Research and Policy ($799,976). 

2003-2004.  “Oklahoma State Planning Grant” Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
(Prime: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and 
Services Administration), Investigator (PI:  Meg Good), University of Minnesota 
School of Public Health, Division of Health Services Research and Policy 
($430,000). 

2003-2004.  “Virginia State Planning Grant” Office of Health Policy and 
Planning, Virginia Department of Health, Investigator (PI:  Lynn Blewett), 
University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health Services 
Research and Policy ($350,000). 

2003-2004.  “Missouri State Planning Grant” Division of Community Health, 
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, Investigator (PI:  Meg 
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Good), University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health 
Services Research and Policy ($148,983). 

2002-2004.  “Minnesota Adult Tobacco Use Prevalence Study and Administrative 
Records Health Insurance Status Verification Study.”  Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Minnesota.  Contract no. 388455, Principal Investigator (Co-PI:  Dr. Kathleen 
Thiede Call), University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of 
Health Services Research and Policy ($67,628). 

2002-2003. “Montana State Planning Grant: A Big Sky Opportunity to Expand 
Health Insurance Coverage” Montana Department of Public Health and Human 
Services (Prime: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health 
Resources and Services Administration) Contract No. 389410, Co-Principal 
Investigator (PI: Dr. Timothy J. Beebe), University of Minnesota School of Public 
Health, Division of Health Services Research and Policy ($99,484). 

2002-2003.  “Indiana State Planning Grant: Health Insurance for Indiana 
Families” Indiana Family and Social Services Administration (Prime: U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services 
Administration) , Co-Principal Investigator (PI: Dr. Timothy J. Beebe), 
University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Division of Health Services 
Research and Policy ($97,103). 

2002-2003. “U.S. Virgin Islands State Planning Grant” Office of the Governor, 
U.S. Virgin Islands (Prime: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Health Resources and Services Administration) Contract No. 376536, Co-
Principal Investigator (PI: Dr. Timothy J. Beebe) , University of Minnesota 
School of Public Health, Division of Health Services Research and Policy 
($99,484). 

 
1997.   Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant, National Science Foundation, Co-
Principal Investigator, University of Notre Dame, Department of Sociology 
(5,000). 

 
Professional Presentations: 
 

Michael Davern, "The Medicaid Undercount and the Policy Relevance of 
Measurement Error in the Current Population Survey," Invited Presentation to the 
Washington Statistical Society, Nov 13, 2008, Washington, DC. 
 
Michael, Davern.  “A Comparison of the Health Insurance Coverage Estimates 
from Four National Surveys and Six State Surveys,” an Invited Presentation at the 
Joint Statistical Meetings of the American Statistical Association, August 5, 2008, 
Denver CO. 
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Michael Davern, “Differences in Healthcare Utilization by Age Cohort Over the 
Past 34 Years and Potential Policy Implications,” Poster presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Population Association, April 18, 2008, New Orleans, 
LA.  
 
Michael Davern, “The Impact of the American Community Survey on Small Area 
Estimation,” Invited plenary presentation given at the 25th Annual Behavioral 
Risk Factor Surveillance System Conference, March 17, 2008, Orlando, FL. 
 
Michael Davern, “Cell Phone-only Households,” presented at the Minnesota 
Health Services Research Conference, March 6, 2008, St. Paul MN. 
 
Michael Davern, “The Policy Relevance of Medicaid Measurement Error in the 
Current Population Survey,” presented at the Work in Progress Seminar for the 
Division of Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health, University 
of Minnesota, February 20, 2008, Minneapolis, MN. 
 
Michael Davern, Kathleen T. Call, “Explanations of the Medicaid Undercount 
and the Factors Associated with Measurement Error in the CPS,” at the Federal 
Committee on Statistical Methodology Research Meeting, November 6, 2007, 
Washington DC. 
 
Michael Davern, “What is Up With Lower Response Rates?” at the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation Research and Evaluation Meeting, September 28, 2007, 
Princeton NJ. 
 
Michael Davern, “Linking Administrative and Survey Data for Health Policy 
Research in the US:  The Case of the 'Medicaid Undercount',” at the Exploiting 
Existing Data for Health Research conference, September 18, 2007, Saint 
Andrews, Scotland. 
 
Michael Davern, “Evaluating Linked Survey and Administrative Data for Policy 
Research,” at the Joint Statistical Meetings of the American Statistical 
Association, July 31, 2007, Salt Lake City UT. 
 
Michael Davern, “The SNACC Project:  Background, Roles and Research 
Questions,” at the report presentation meeting of the Uncovering the 
Underrepresented (SNACC) project, July 17, 2007, Washington DC. 
 
Michael Davern, “Explanations of the Medicaid Undercount and the Factors 
Associated With Measurement Error,” at the report presentation meeting of the 
Uncovering the Underrepresented (SNACC) project, July 17, 2007, Washington 
DC. 
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Michael Davern and Pamela Johnson, “Four Decades of Population Health Data: 
The Integrated Health Interview Series (IHIS), at the NHIS 50th Anniversary 
Commemorative Conference, June 25, 2007, Hyattsville MD. 
 
Davern, Michael.  “Recent Research on Response Rates,” Methods Workshop 
presentation at AcademyHealth’s Annual Research Meeting, Orlando, FL June 5, 
2007.  
 
Davern Michael, Tim Zimmerman, Sheldon Swaney and Todd Rockwood.  
“Sample Frame Assessment for a Large Metropolitan County’s Health Survey,” 
Paper Presented at the American Association for Public Opinion Research, 
Anaheim California, May 18, 2007. 
 
Davern, Michael, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, Stephanie Jarosek, Amanda Tzy-Chyi, 
Kathleen Thiede Call Timothy Beebe, Pamela Johnson. “Do Relationships 
between Uninsurance and Its Important Covariates Vary as Much as Point 
Estimates” Poster Presented at the American Association for Public Opinion 
Research, Anaheim California, May 18, 2007. 
 
Davern, Michael.  “Survey Research and Respondent Driven Sampling”.  Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota, Eagan MN.  February 20th, 2007.  
 
Davern, Michael.  Invited Presentation.  "Fitting Square Pegs Into Round Holes:  
Linking Medicaid and Current Population Survey Data to Understand the 
‘Medicaid Undercount’”.  Office of Research, Development, and Information 
Seminar Series, Center’s for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Baltimore 
Maryland.  February 15, 2007. 
 
Davern, Michael.  Invited Presentation.  “Evaluating Linked Survey and 
Administrative Data for Research.”  November 28, 2006.  Federal Committee on 
Statistical Methodology Conference, Washington DC. 
 
Davern, Michael.  Invited Presentation.  “Evaluating Linked Survey and 
Administrative Data for Research.”  October 6, 2006.  Association of Public Data 
Users Annual Conference, Alexandria Virginia. 
 
Davern, Michael.  Invited Testimony.  “A Broader Perspective on the Role of 
Linkages.”  September 19, 2006.  National Committee on Vital and Health 
Statistics, Subcommittee on Populations.  
 
Davern, Michael, David Baugh, Christine Cox, Kim Lochner and Jacob Klerman.  
“Why are Survey Counts of Medicaid Enrollees Lower Than Administrative 
Counts?”  Presented at the American Statistical Association’s Annual Meeting, 
Invited Paper Session, Social Statistics Section, Seattle WA, August 9, 2006. 
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Jones, Arthur F., Robert Nielsen, Michael Davern and John Boies.  “Accounting 
for SIPP Design Effects:  Testing Four Approaches with the 2004 Panel.”  
Presented at the American Statistical Association’s Annual Meeting, Topic 
Contributed Session, Social Statistics Section, Seattle WA, August 8, 2006. 
 
Davern, Michael  “Why are Survey Counts of Medicaid Enrollees Lower Than 
Administrative Counts?”  Presented at Academy Health’s Annual Research 
Meeting, Seattle WA, June 25, 2006. 
 
Davern, Michael, Kathleen Thiede Call, Jeanette Ziegenfuss Donna McAlpine 
and Timothy Beebe.  “Are Low Response Rates Hazardous to Your Health?”  
Paper Presented at the Telephone Survey Methodology II Conference, Miami FL, 
January 12, 2006. 

 
Davern, Michael and Miriam King.  “Bridging the Gaps:  Dealing with Major 
Survey Changes in Dataset Harmonization.”  Presented at the American 
Statistical Association Annual Meeting, Invited Paper Session, sponsored by 
Government Statistics, Census Advisory Committee, and Economic and Business 
Statistics sections.  August 2005, Minneapolis, MN. 
 
Jones, Arthur, and Michael Davern, and Gestur Davidson.  “Can the Survey of 
Income and Program Participation be Used for State Level Analysis Even Though 
its Not Designed to be State Representative?” Presented at the American 
Statistical Association Joint Statistical Meetings, August 2005, Minneapolis, MN. 

 
Davern, Michael, Kathleen Thiede Call, Jeanette Ziegenfuss and Meg Brown 
Good.  “Are Low Response Rates Hazardous to Your Health?”  Paper Presented 
at the American Association for Public Opinion Research, Miami FL, May 14, 
2005. 
 
Davern, Michael, Lynn A. Blewett, Kathleen Thiede Call and Holly Rodin.  
"Does Imputation Bias Lead to More Uninsured in the Current Population 
Survey's Estimates?"  Poster Presented at the American Association for Public 
Opinion Research, Miami FL, May 13, 2005. 

 
Davern, Michael.  “9 Million Fewer Uninsured?”  Presented at the American 
Enterprise Institute, April 2005, Washington DC. 
 
Jones, Arthur Jr., Michael Davern, James Lepkowski, Gestur Davidson, Lynn A. 
Blewett.  “Estimating Standard Errors for Regression Coefficients Using the 
Current Population Survey’s Public Use File.”  Presented at the American 
Statistical Association Annual Meeting, Section on Survey Research Methods and 
Section on Government Statistics, August 2004, Toronto, Ontario. 
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Blewett, Lynn A. and Michael Davern.  “State Decisions to Supplement Federal 
Data on State Health Insurance Coverage Estimates.” Presented at the Academy 
Health Meeting on Improving Federal Health Data.  June 2004. 

 
Davern, Michael, Kathleen Thiede Call, Jeanette Ziegenfuss, Gestur Davidson, 
Patricia Bland, and Lynn A. Blewett.  "Validating Health Insurance Coverage 
Self-Reports: A Comparison Between Self-Reported Coverage and 
Administrative Data Records", Presented at the American Association for Public 
Opinion Research annual meeting, May 2004, Phoenix, AZ. 

 
Davern, Michael, Holly Rodin, Timothy J. Beebe, Kathleen Thiede Call and Lynn 
A Blewett.  "Examining the Effect of Income Question Design on Family Income 
and Poverty Estimates", Presented at the American Association for Public 
Opinion Research annual meeting, May 2004, Phoenix, AZ. 

 
Davern, Michael James M. Lepkowski, Gestur Davidson and Lynn A. Blewett. 
2003b.  “Evaluating Various Methods of Standard Error Estimation for Use with  
the Current Population Survey's Public Use Data” presented to the Section of 
Survey Research methods at the Joint Statistical Meetings, San Francisco, CA 
(August 1-7th 2003).    
 
Blewett, Lynn A., and Michael Davern. “Revisiting the SCHIP Allocation 
Formula.”  Poster Session of the Academy of Health Services Research and 
Policy Nashville, TN (June 26-29th, 2003).   

 
Davern, Michael, Gestur Davidson, James Lepkowski, and Lynn A. Blewett.  
“Evaluating Various Methods of Standard Error Estimation for Use with the 
Current Population Survey’s Public Use Data” presented at the American 
Association of Public Opinion Researchers (May  15-18th,  2003). 

 
Davern, Michael, Kathleen Thiede Call, Lynn A. Blewett and Tim Beebe.  “State 
Health Insurance Coverage Estimates: Why State-Survey Estimates Differ From 
the Current Population Survey.” presented at the American Association of Public 
Opinion Researchers (May  15-18th,  2003). 

 
Davern, Michael.  Small Area Estimation Overview, presented at the Public 
Health Assessment:  Current Issues and Future Directions, Atlanta Georgia 
(February 20th, 2003).  

 
Davern, Michael.  “Evaluating Methods of Standard Error Estimation Using the 
Current Population Survey's Public Use Data File,” presented at the Hawaii 
Coverage for All Technical Workshop.  Honolulu Hawaii (February 7, 2003).  

 
Davern, Michael, James Lepkowski, Kathleen Thiede Call, Lynn Blewett and 
Tracy Johnson.  “Evaluating the Importance of Telephone Service Weighting 
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Adjustments for State Health Insurance Surveys” presented at the American 
Association of Public Opinion Researchers (May  14-19th,  2002) 

  
Davern, Michael, Lynn A. Blewett, Boris Bershadsky and Noreen Arnold.  
“Missing the Mark?  Possible Imputation Bias in the Current Population Survey’s 
State Income and Health Insurance Coverage Estimates” presented at the 
American Association of Public Opinion Researchers (May  14-19th,  2002) 

 
“The Design and Data Products of the American Community Survey” presented 
at the Upper Midwest Demographics Conference (November 28, 2001). 
 
“Possible Bias in The Current Population Survey’s State Estimates of 
Uninsurance and Income,” co-authored with Boris Bershadsky, Lynn Blewett, 
and Noreen Arnold, and presented at the US Census Bureau in Washington DC 
(October 31, 2001). 

  
“Targeting Resources and the Uninsured: A New Look at State Rankings,” co-
authored with Lynn A. Blewett, Boris Bershadsky and Todd Rockwood, and 
presented at the Poster Session of the Academy of Health Services Research and 
Policy (June 9-12, 2001).   

 
“A Descriptive Analysis of Income and Labor Force Experiences of Former 
Welfare Recipients,” co-authored with Arthur Jones Jr., Stephen Campbell and 
Stephanie Shipp, and presented at the Allied Social Sciences Associations 
Meetings, Section of the Society of Government Economists (January 4-8, 2001). 

 
“Trends in Job Turnover 1991-1995,” co-authored with David Rajnes, and 
presented at the American Statistical Association Meetings, Section on Survey 
Research Methods (August 13-17, 2000). 

 
“An Analysis of Welfare Leavers and Stayers by Demographic and Labor Force 
Characteristics,” co-authored with Stephanie Shipp, Stephen Campbell, and 
Arthur Jones, Jr., and presented at the American Statistical Association Meetings, 
Social Statistics Section on Government Statistics (August 13-17, 2000). 

 
“The Effect of Incentive Use on Data Quality: The case of the SIPP Incentive 
Experiment,” co-presented with Randy Sherrod at the US Census Bureau, August 
1999.   

 
“Social Network Structure and Voluntary Job Mobility” co-authored with David 
Hachen, presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association Meetings, social network session (August 6-10, 1999). 
 
“Staying Single and Marrying Within Occupations: Avoiding and Compensating 
for Work-Family Stress Among Professional-Managerial Women.” Co-authored 
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with Michelle Janning, presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Sociological Association Meetings, refereed roundtable (August 6-10, 1999). 

 
 “An Analysis of Changes in Industrial Characteristics Over Time,” co-authored 
 with David Hachen, to be presented at the annual meeting of the American 
 Sociological Association, refereed roundtable (August 21-25, 1998). 
 

“Measuring Structural Holes,” presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest 
Sociological Society (April 2-5, 1998).  

 
“Social Network Theories and Prestige Attainment,” presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Sociological Association, refereed roundtable (August 
9-13, 1997). 

 
“Making Effective Use of Social Resources: Weak Ties, Strong Ties, and 
Referrals,” presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society 
(April 3-6, 1997). 

 
“Social Networks and the Labor Market: Influence or Information,” presented at 
the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, refereed roundtable  
(August 16-20, 1996). 

 
“Social Networks and Economic Sociology,” presented at the annual meeting of 
the Midwest Sociological Society  (April 3-6, 1996). 

 
“Effects of Network Embeddedness on the Labor Market,” presented at the 
annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society  (April 6-9, 1995). 

 
“Gender Differences in Status Attainment: A Network Approach,” presented at 
the annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society  (March 9-12, 1994). 
 

Professional Experience: 
 
 Research Experience 

Research Director/Research Associate, State Health Access Data Assistance 
Center (SHADAC), University of Minnesota, October 2000 to the present.  
Design, develop and oversee various health policy research projects for SHADAC 
staff.  Organize research meetings and manage staff completing the research.  
Design sampling schemes, develop survey instruments, construct survey weights, 
impute missing data, and write survey documentation for health insurance and 
health access surveys.  Evaluate and use various national data sources for state-
centered research.  Consult with state analysts on collecting health survey data, 
analyzing survey data, and using secondary data sources. 
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Contractor, United States Census Bureau, 2000-2002.  Updating the Household 
Wealth and Asset Ownership report, and developing data review techniques for 
the Decennial Census and the American Community Survey. 
 
Statistician, United States Census Bureau, 1999 to 2000.  Designed and 
implemented various data review specifications, and wrote variable edit 
specifications for the Survey of Income and Program Participation, the American 
Community Survey, Survey of Program Dynamics, and the Decennial Census.  
Authored Census reports on asset ownership.  

 
Teaching Experience 
University of Minnesota, Health Services Research and Policy, Spring 2004-
Present.  Using Demographic Data for Policy Analysis. 
 
Instructor, University of Notre Dame, Department of Sociology, Summer 1998.  
Statistics for Sociological Research (30903). 

 
Instructor, University of Notre Dame, Department of Sociology, Fall 1997.  
Social Stratification and Poverty. 

 
Instructor, University of Notre Dame, Department of Sociology, Summer 1997.  
Methods of Sociological Research (30902). 

 
Professional Service: 
 

Chair, Upper-Midwest Demographics Conference, University of Minnesota, 
2003. 

 
Demographic Graduate Minor Curriculum Development Committee, University 
of Minnesota, 2002-present. 

  
 Upper-Midwest Demographics Conference Planning Committee, University of 

Minnesota, 2001. 
 
 Professional Affiliations 
 American Association for Public Opinion Research 
 

American Statistical Association 
 
Academy Health 

 
Scholarly Reviewer: 
Health Care Financing Organization (Grant Review)  
 
Public Opinion Quarterly 
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Journal of Public Policy and Analysis 
 
Sociological Theory 
 
Journal of Official Statistics 

  


